
RECOVERY OF ENDANGERED R q-RUN CHINOOK
SACRAMENTO WINTER-RUN tkT ISSUES

CHINOOK SALMON
As slated in tl~e recommendalions of lhe Wh Fisheries Service has calle,:l
Sacramonlo winle~ chinook recoveP/team, "~e ~al and comrne~fl~
¯ collapse of the winter-run chinook population in o~dor Io protect Sacramento River,
rosulled from the cumulalive offecls of winlor-run &hm~51T~Sfifrom extinction; ar~ .....
degradation of spawning, rearing and migration
habitats in the Sacramento River and " ~mroas, commerciaL~ndrecreationalfis~snotboo~tim
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta," Now in 19~, ~~~~~~~on; a~-
it is clear that the listinq of the winle~m~
~~~s Act ~g helped to Whereas, the suggested fisheries constraints Io pr~lec[ winler--
[~en ~on on ~ se ~ ~ at p~~ run chinook will cost the recreational and commercial salmon
]~~~~#~6n! changes to res~ fisl~oties millions of dollars in lost revenue; and
lheso problems in favor of recovering the winter

~e recover’ loam goes on to identify lho specific ~~-i~.~e habital an~.~)..
causes of decline as: 1) excessively warm water ~~f w~le~ualily and ~t wildlikL
temperatures from releases at Shasta Dam, spoc es~uding tl~o delta smelt (listed as threatoned~2[~
2) inlorforence wilh free ~t~[~pa~0.~ ~ er~un ~noS ~ sa men (listed a~ndangered);-~fl~os~
juv~~ a~l~Bluff Diversion Dam, outflows are now available as pall of the three-.year 1994
3[-1~ export of vast q~es of water from Bay/Delta~~

~or~[~n~i~m~from Iron Mounla~ ~ine ang Whereas, there have boon losses of down slrean~
5)~[~~~ n~~sc~L unscreened diversions; and
or ~}]~,%cr~}~ water diversions. Amor~ ~

lhc lean] athibulos ocean and inland fisheries as winter-run populations need to be inlensified; and
likely lo have impaired stock rebuilding efforls. It
is wo~ih noting lhal lho failure of Ihe winler mn 1o Whereas, the U.S. Fish and W}kflife Service has halh~d
rebuild is occurring during a lime when run artificial propagalion program alColeman l lalch(,~y
Sacramento fall chinook have increased one year to sludy problems of hyb~idizalion
subslanlially from low abundance levels in Ihe imprinlalion; and
early lg90s.

Whereas, some of lhe l~abilal improvemen( measures already
Faced with the prospocl of a critically low idonliSedareyolloboimplemenled;
spawning population of li~e endangered
Sacramonle winter chinook, Nalional Marine Now, lherefore, be it rosolwKl Ihal consistent with ils harvest
F;shorios Service has required lhe Council to management recommendalionstoproleclwinler-runchinoolq
i~cludo significanl now reslriclions in ocean fishe~ lhe
mar~agomenl off California to increase lho rale of
......... my"’~!~s .... ,’, Whilc a maybe ~.o ......... , ....
[o lompo~arily provide small increases in tt~e acramenlo-San Joaqui~
num[)or of winler-run spawners through ,k; an(J review the adequacy
~ubslanlial fisho~ restriction, such aclions will eel ~ the Sacramonlo-San Joaq,fin
provide any meaningful or lasting recove~ of this Delta in ils 1995 W~ Plan during lhe Iri-aneual
sleek as long as the basic habilal deficiencies ~viewofthep u-ld assure proleclion of the winler run; and
identified by Ihe team remain unresolved, Toward
Ihalen(l, lheCouncilof[erslhefollowingresolulion: 2. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service an~ the Bureau of

Reclamation priorilize and expeditiously implemenl on-lhe-
ground projects Io reslore winter-run chinook habitat; and

3. The FederAl Energy Rogulalo~ Commission review lho
hydropower.licenses tor the pro~ects on Baffle Creek
dotermin~ if flow ~equirnmonls should be modified to prelect
and restore fish a~d wildlife of lho basin and downslroam
areas; arKI

4. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Se~ice and Nalional Marin~
Fisheries Se~ice explore whether or not winter-run fish coui
use Ballle Creek as spawning grounds. ~fisdelerminalion
would need to resolve disease, fish passage, and waler quality
and temperature issues.
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